
Certain Aspects of Queensland Government Administration
Submission 159



Certain Aspects of Queensland Government Administration
Submission 159
~ 

· 1 . ,-. ,4t/Orl \ )) OW[) S (Jp j, 

--··---·- -----·----~--- -----

----- ·---·-- -- -------------

- --- ~ ---- -- - - - ·------- - ·- ------- --·------- · ·--

--- -·-- ----------------------



Certain Aspects of Queensland Government Administration
Submission 159

7 March 2012 

Dear David 

Information relating to Avon Downs No 1 CSG Well 

Queensland 
Government 

Department of 

Environment and Resource 
Management 

As per my email to you today, I have been working on your request from 7 December 2011 
for the following information surrounding the dam decommissioning at Avon Downs no.1 
CSG well in January 2007. You requested information on: 

• Approved rehabilitation program from QGC for the Avon Downs No.1 CSG well; 
• When rehab started; 
• Columboola Creek water test results by DERM from January 2008; 
• Soil test results prior to rehabilitation starting; 
• When the evaporation pond was pushed in; and 
• Hard copy of the EA. 

I have located the Temporary Management Program from QGC, dated July 2008, regarding 
the dam decommissioning incident at Avon Downs no.1 well. This includes a rehabilitation 
plan in Attachment 1. According to section 1.1 'Overview' (p. 1) of the Temporary 
Management Program, pond decommissioning was undertaken in August 2006. This type 
of information is normally accessed under Right to Information application however I have 
decided that I will provide the information and have included a hard copy for your 
convenience. 

! have also located the final Transitional Environmental Program (TEP) that was issued by 
DERM to QGC regarding the rehabilitation of the area affected by the incident. This TEP 
approves the rehabilitation within the conditions listed in the TEP. The TEP is dated 16 
March 2009 and includes a number of rehabilitation conditions and milestones at the Avon 
Downs no.1 site. I have included a hard copy for your convenience. 

Our records indicate that DERM officers undertook water and soil sampling of the Avon 
Downs no.1 well rehabilitation site during January 2007, with a representative selection of 
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. samples tested by an independent laboratory for relevant analytes. I have included a copy 
of the field map, which shows indicative DERM sampling locations from January 2007. I 
have been unable to find any water or soil sampling results from the site that occurred in 
January 2008, as requested . However, I believe the January 2007 sampling results should 
provide the relevant information. 

I have included a copy of the current EA covering Avon Downs, dated 11 October 2010 and 
presently under amendment, in addition to the EA that was in place at the time of the Avon 
Downs no.1 well being drilled, dated 25 September 2000, with the other documents. 

I am continuing to work through your remaining enquiries. 

If you require any clarification of these matters please contact me 

Yours sjncerely 

Manager 

Environment and Resource Management Page 2 of 2 
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~ 
RE: Avon Downs Settling Ponds 

,g This message may be a phishing scam. Learn more 

Sent: Monday, 10 September 2007 7:42:10 AM 

David , 

Hi. I apologise for not returning your call, but I can't recall receiving a message. I will follow that up to try 

and stop that happening.again in the future. @ 

I haven't been directly involved in the management of these issues involving Queensland Gas for some 

time. However, I will contact the EPA's Project Manager this morning and ensure he gives you a call. 

If you don't hear from the EPA by tomorrow morning, can you please call me on 

Kind regards, 

Sent: Sunday, 9 September 2007 11:01 AM 

Subject: Avon Downs Settling Ponds 

I met you and two other EPA representatives in Miles and then travellled to "Avon Downs" on 

the Boort-Koi Road at Columboola to inspect a salt spill from a Queensland Gas well that had 

been closed down, and the settling ponds filled in. You took soil and water samples, and said 

that the Queensland Gas company would do something about the salt spill. They have done 

some work around the fenced area and a small semi-circle on my side of the fence, on the 

Columboola Creek side. There is still an area where the trees have died, and had been marked 

with pink ribbon, which hasn't been touched by Queensland Gas. 

I marked the area that I am concerned about, for them. But they say they cannot see how the salt 

would affect that area, and that the EPA has agreed to the work that they are undertaking. I am 

····r--"·-J --------·,1 ---· ··· - ······ ·- --
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still concerened about the area that I marked. I rang approximately two weeks ago and 

reported this, I asked for you to ring me back. Please contact me regarding this. 

David McCabe 
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Salinity at Coolumboola Ck - QGC operations 

(! ~ You may not know this sender. Mark as safe I Mark as unsafe 

Sent: Monday, 10 September 2007 8:05:20 AM 

To : _J 

Dear Mr McCabe, 

I received your email through my supervisor. 

I just wanted to touch base as quickly as I could and let you know who I am and what is going on now. 

Initially I was involved in this project as far back as January this year as a Soil Scientist from Dept. 

Natural Resources and Water, I am now however the project manager (at the EPA) looking after the 

environmental interests for petroleum activities that Queensland Gas Company carry out on the Avon 

Down property. 

The company has been working with the EPA to remedy the situation and we have been in negotiation to 

put in place a rehabilitation/remediation strategy to deal with the salinity/sodicity issues that have been 

encountered. The company has put in place sediment and silt fences to prevent any further overland flow 

into Coolumboola Ck. The company plans to carry out significant remediation strategies over the next 

few months - but at this stage we are in the final stages of negotiation. 

If you have any questions about the theory or process - please email me back or ring on the below 

number - just please note I have to go away for a few days - but will be back in the office this Friday. If 

you email me back your phone number I'll give you a ring on Friday. 

Regards, 

Visit us online at www.epa.qld.gov.au J 

I 
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22 August 2007 

David & 

Dear David and 

McCabe 

QUEENSLAND GAS COMPANY LIMITED 

Level 11, 307 Queen Street. Brisbane OLD 4000 

GPO Box 3107, Brisbane OLD 4001 

Tel: (61) 7 30041 000 Fax : (61 ) 7 3012 8411 

Website: vvww.qqc.com .au 

Email : oac@qac.com.au 

I just wanted to give you an update on our progress on the two ponds on Avon Downs. 

Thanks for flagging the trees you were talking about. I went out and inspected the site 

personally again with an engineer the week before last. We thoroughly reviewed all the 

sediment and erosion control measures that we had put in place in August and these had 

been viewed by the EPA. All those controls are still sound and certainly doing the job they 

were designed to do but please inform me if you observe any changes. 

I'm at a loss to explain the problems with the trees in the area you flagged. We couldn't see 

how the salt could possibly have migrated upstream from the pond sites, especially given the 

upstream earth bridge that's in place across the creek. The soil scientists we've engaged 

carried out extensive investigations in the area in March and they were clearly of the view 

that not all tree losses back then had been salt-related because many of the trees extended 

well upstream. 

Our proposed rehabilitation of the entire pond area will take place under an environmental 

management program as soon as the program has been approved by the EPA. We can't 

start that work until after we get the EPA approval but we don't expect it to be far away. That 

rehabilitation will of course include removal of salt effected areas and the erosion and 

sediment controls will remain in place until after the salt is removed. 

Once we get the EPA's approval, we'll arrange the contractors to carry out the rehabilitation 

work. I'll be in touch with you again once I have some dates for that work. In the meantime if 

you have any further aueries please do not hesitate to contact me at any stage on 

Yours sincerely, 

Environmental Manager 
Queensland Gas Company Limited 

Cc. (Environmental Protection Agency) 

(Environmental Licensing Professionals Pty Limited) 
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