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1::1HEMMING HARl 

3 September 2012 

9 ear Mr McCabe, 

Mountfield Properties Pty Ltd 
Proposed Purchase of Lot 

LAWY EqS 

We refer to our recent discussions with David and our prev ious :::: ··es o ce ce o you. 
We have been instructed by our client that all future commun icat icns be client and us must be in writing. On this basis, we ask that you refra in ro c- ::ac:i g us (and our client's representatives) by telephone and instead address any q e"'"es o concerns that you may have relating to our client in writing (including by em ai1 1 :o ·s ~­our client. 

We note that we are yet to receive a response from you in relation to our letter to yo dated 13 August 2012. 

YoL/rs faithfully 

HEMMING-1-MA~T 

Partner 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professiona l Standards Legislation 

_eve! 5 / 307 Queen Street GPO Sox 142 Br s - • - ~ : ..: • - : - = -· 
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-- =HEMMING H 

6 5::: :e -:i ber 2012 

:-- == ~.- =:ahe 

Express Post 
McCabe, 

Mountfield Properties Pty Ltd 
Proposed Purchase of Lot 

Ye -efer to our letter to you dated 13 August 2012. As you are aware, we act for 
-::;ield Properties Pty Ltd and Syntech Resources Pty Ltd (Syntech). 

- · -:: :: '.Jsence of receiving a written response to our letter, we assume you are satisfied 
as '": :- :: accuracy of the chronology of events referred to in our lette r. 

_ comprises part of the surface 2 -ea of Syntech's Mining Lease Application 
,.. ,., ..: - Mining Lease Application). Base j on its Mine Plan, Syntec ant icipates 

-: _:: - g open pit mining over the maj o- : :' of during,. , e period 2016 to 
:: ... :: --e ba1=, ce areas of are :-: :i osed to be used fo t he storing of out o'° 
- : .s :: 

,., ·II e: ..1i re the who le of :3 : -: : ::- seo open pit r-11 i;--g 

'"c 10 dat ed 13 August 2c- : 2 .. :: set out particulars of numern •s atte ::-..= 
-: : _ - : lie :s ~epresentat ives have ac :: :: :on tact you to d iscuss not o 

- --== :v you \'; - our cl ient (and vario s ;: . ernment agencies), but also v. - -::5,::ec: -': 
: :: ~: acq1.,; -ing as part of it s proposed m ine expansion. 

-- - - - e:ter, v'.' e invited you to supply t he details of a nom inated valuer to attend 
- :: -der t: prov ide a va luation report based on a phys i:a i inspection of the pro 

ae : _ -:: ose o: : his valuation was to assist our client in pu t t ing forward an offer to y 
- ·: -::: se To date you have fa iled to respond to this invitation. 

c -:;iress 'ts Mining Lease Application our cl ient is requ ired to agree compensat iori 

J epriva '" : of possession of the surface of the land ; 

:=:- -ninut :- of the value of the land or any impro\ ·.= -- e-ts on it; 

:: ---.muti: - of the use , ade or w1 i : '- may be rr.2: : e of t he land by ye _ :- =- ­
- :-overents on t he la d ; 

~-= . e~ance of any part o t he land o r 2: - ::'"' er part of : - e ' :::nd, or from 
: ,., , ed b'/ you; 

-­. 
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Hemming+ Hart 
26 September 2012 

5. Any surface rights of access; and 

6. Any loss or expense that arises; 

as a consequence of the grant of the mining lease the subject of the Mining Lease 

• plication (Heads of Compensation). 

P2,, e _ 

egrettably, by your conduct to date, it has become apparent to our clients that you do 

;:> w ish to progress negotiations in a reasonable manner and having regard to the 

requirements under the Mineral Resources Act 1989. 

As you would be aware, the Mineral Resources Act 1989 gives a pe rson the right to apply 

in writing to the Mining Registrar to have the Land Court determine the amount of 

com pensation and the terms, conditions and times of payment of compensation. 

Our client has previously engaged certified valuers Opteon (Central and Southern Qld) 

Pty Ltd (Opteon) to conduct a 'desktop valuation' of A copy of that va luati on 

is attached for your reference. 

While our client acknowledges a desktop valuation may not accurately reflect I e '" e 

valu e of ___ ~ given the valuer has ot had the benefit of a phys ica l i s ecti n o 

e property, the desktop valuation is t e best that our client could achieve 

nwilli ngness to allow representatives o r client or a valuer onto ~ 

pu rposes of inspecting the property. Yo •ill see that Opteon has valued 

e range of (inc l i g land and improveme ts) . 

- , II and final satisfaction of Syntech's oblif a: 1on to ::~:)e~sa t e o in accordance wi 'i:' 

secti on 279(1)(a) of the Mineral Resources Ac 198S . S,· ~:ec is p-e a ed to offer 'r -

::o pensation in the amount of i cJ7 sia2 -:: : :- "J r th e :-a s e:- f owne :;'- i ::-

to our client. Our client is of .. e , ew -c- c:: : - s amount a: ~ .... cce! 

- m pensates you for each of the Heads of C 11 pe nsa: 1 ; ( i eluding 

). For clarity, our client expects t hat upo:-i pay ent of tn e proposed'"".:; :>e s.c :. :-

a aunt and completion of title transfers etc, ownership of ill 

Sy t ech. 

e are instructed that unless we receive written corres o oe-; ce from y 

2 t hat indicates a genuine willingness on your part t o ego:: iate with 

'"'Egard i g compensation (in good faith, and having rega rd to .. e Heads o' 

::--esc · oed under the Mineral Resources Act ), our client w ill be le~ with no o, e 

- ~.. apply in writing to the Mining Regist rar to have the Land Court deter I i e ~ : 

3.'TI::>U~ ompensation payable to you in accordance with section 28 f tr e •.: -== 
?,£Sfiurcfi5 Act 1989. 

~ 

~/-'a i'"hfully 
EMMING + HART 

er 

-=---
- == - -:: . 

-,.- -:. - : ;;: by a scheme approved under Professiona l Standards Leg islat1c-
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Hon Andrew Powell MP 
Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection 

QUEENSI.ANf• 
( 10\' tR'\; \ U:- :· 

Ref CTS 01259/13 

"" . ;-:"":~ e-; ,1 -J~ 
' t • _., :,_ • ,_t, _,) 

Mr David 

Dear Mr 

McCabe 

McCabe 

Level 13 
400 George Street Brisbane 4000 
GPO Box 2454 Brisbane 
Queensland 4001 Australia 
Telephone +61 7 3239 0844 
Facsimile +61 7 3224 2496 
Email environment@ministerial.qld.g 

I refer to your email of 21 October 2012 to the Honourable Campbell Newman MP, Premier 
of Queensland concerning the expansion of Cameby Coal Mine and the planning process 
relating to mines and coal seam gas developments. Your correspondence has been referred 
to the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection who has asked me to respond on his 
behalf. 

In relation to your concern regarding the assessment process for mining and coal seam gas 
approvals, all such projects are subject to a very rigorous environmental impact assessment 
process. Assessment of the most significant projects is managed by the state Coordinator­
General. 

The Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EP Act), administered by the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection, sets out in detail the requirements for the 
environmental impact statement (EIS) process used to assess and enable public consultation 
on larger-scale mining and petroleum projects in Queensland . The EIS process is the most 
rigorous and complete environmental assessment process that can be applied to a resource 
project. 

The EP Act requires each affected person (including each landholder) to be notified and 
given the opportunity to provide comments: 

• for at least six weeks at the start of the EIS process, when terms of reference setting out 
what the EIS must contain are developed 

• for at least six weeks when the EIS is released for public commc!lt. 

The EP Act does not allow the EIS to proceed to the public consultation stage if it does not 
adequately address the issues set out in the terms of reference. 

Less significant projects may not require an EIS but must still undergo assessment by qualified 
and experienced assessment staff prior to granting of an Environmental Authority (EA) to 
operate and are subject to public notification processes. 
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Those people, whose land would include any part of a proposal, such as a mining lease for 
example, are informed directly of the proposal and of their opportunity to make a submission. 
Other members of the public, including those living in the vicinity, are informed by public notices 
placed in newspapers circulating in the area and by a notice placed on the affected land. 

The responsibilities for decision-making in relation to an EIS and granting EAs under the EP 
/ Act are formally delegated under a statutory Instrument of Delegation to those departmental 

•·· staff having the necessary seniority, experience and expertise to make those decisions. 

1 ...,. Conditions contained within an EA for coal seam gas and mining activities may include limits 
~ --t for dust, noise and vibration in relation to sensitive places such as residences. The limits are 

- - based on levels of noise or dust likely to be received, rather than on distances from the source 
, ·, ."' to receiver (that is, buffer zones) as varying atmospheric conditions will impact on the 
~~ r effectiveness of buffer zones, while the mandated limits are required to be met irrespective of 

;, 
·; ,-,.;,,_, . • weather variations. 
·~ - ,. 

In relation to the concerns you raise about the existing Cameby Downs Coal Mine, I 
understand that you have previously lodged a complaint with the department in relation to the 
level of noise from the mine. In response to this complaint, the department reviewed results 
of noise monitoring conducted in 2011 on behalf of Syntech Resources Pty Ltd, the mine 
operator, near your residence. 

The noise monitoring included recording noise levels from the mine at night over a period 
when weather conditions were most likely to cause a worst case scenario for noise from the 
mine. Based on the conclusions of the noise monitoring it was determined that the noise 
levels emanating from mining activities at your residence were within the noise criteria set in 
the EA and therefore, the department considered the complaint investigated and closed. 

I am advised that the company has implemented a noise mitigation strategy that includes a 
system for monitoring noise at various locations surrounding the mine that sends remote 
alerts to mine management when noise from operations is likely to exceed the limits 
prescribed in the EA The remote monitoring system has now been installed on a permanent 
basis. 

Representatives of Cambey Downs Coal Mine have advised the department that in the event 
that you have concerns with any aspect of the mine operations, they can be contacted by you 
directly so that they can seek to address and rectify any issue. 

The department's Pollution Hotline, (telephone 1300 130 372) enables the community to 
directly lodge complaints about the environmental performance of regulated industries. Every 
complaint logged that is within the departrr,ent's jurisdiction is investigated. I encourage you 
to make use of this facility and particularly the complaint forms provided by the department, 
should you continue to have concerns around the environmental impact of the mine or any 
other mine or coal seam gas facility. 

In relation to your concerns around the compliance inspections undertaken by the 
department, compliance priorities for the year are planned and are publically available 
through the published Annual Compl iance Plan, available on the department's website at 
<www.ehp.qld.gov.au>. 



Certain Aspects of Queensland Government Administration
Submission 159

,, . 
3 

As you are aware , the department conducts regular compliance inspections at the Cameby 
Downs Mine to ensure compliance with conditions of the EA and relevant environmental 
legislation. The department will continue to conduct these inspections in 2013 at the Cameby 
Downs Mine and at other coal seam gas facilities. Where non-compliances are identified the 
response is guided by the department's Enforcement Guidelines. 

The Minister hopes this information is of assistance to you. Should you have any further 
enquiries, please contact , Principal Environmental Officer, Southern Region 
of the department on telephone • 

Yours sincerely 

Chief of Staff 
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