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A Perspective on  
the Gasfield from 
the Kitchen Table

The Missing Link
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Introduction

▪ Shay Dougall

▪ Mother, OHSE Professional, Gasfield Resident, 

Landholder Advocate, Masters OHSE (in progress)
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Landholder 
Advocacy

I HAVE WORKED WITH 
APPROXIMATELY 30 FAMILIES 

PERSONALLY DEALING WITH IMPACTS 
OF THE UNCONVENTIONAL GAS 

INDUSTRY IN THE WESTERN DOWNS, 
QLD

12 OF WHOM ARE NO LONGER LIVING 
IN THEIR ORIGINAL CIRCUMSTANCES
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Witness 
impacts

Businesses Families Health

Safety Human 
Rights
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Human Rights, Fracking and 
Climate Change
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▪ May 14-18 2018 

▪ Organised by :

▪ The Global Network for the Study of Human Rights and the Environment

▪ Environment and Human Rights Advisory

▪ The Spring Creek Project and The Master of Arts in Environmental Arts and Humanities initiative, 

both at Oregon State University

▪ 10 judges and conducted by the Secretary General of the PPT

▪ Evidence from USA, Australia, Canada, UK, Latin America

▪ Recorded and available permanently for your access
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Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal

The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal, headquartered in Rome, is an 
internationally recognized civil society human rights tribunal functioning 
independently of state authorities. It applies internationally recognized human 
rights law and policy to cases brought before it.

“The importance and strength of decisions by the PPT rest on the moral 
weight of the causes and arguments to which they give credibility…” The 
goal of PPT Sessions is “recovering the authority of the Peoples when the 
States and the International Bodies failed to protect the right of the Peoples.”

The PPT’s mission is to give those people in their quest for respect, self 
determination and dignity of life, a chance to speak out, to fight and to gain 
visibility
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Our Contribution to the 
Tribunal
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▪ Our  contribution  to  the  tribunal  highlights  those  failures  

to  govern  for  the  stakeholders,  and  the  rights  that  our  

limited  contract  with  the  government  fails  to  address....

▪ Evidence  hosted  at  

www.peoplestribunalongas.org

▪ Written Report  and oral presentation to  the  Tribunal

▪ Report Mapped  John  Knox  2018  report  –Framework  

Principles  on  Human  Rights  and  the  Environment and  

apply  them  to  5  subcases

▪ Spring Creek Project – Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal –

YouTube Channel

http://www.peoplestribunalongas.org/
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Our Request to the Tribunal
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▪ Much of our evidence has already been seen and dismissed by our 

government

▪ In  considering  the  evidence  provided  and  given  the  20-40  years  of  

impacts  ahead  of  the  existing  industry  and  the  impacts  still  to  occur  

from  the  rapidly  expanding  industry,  we  ask  the  Judges  to  consider  

potential  future  harm,  and  not  merely  harm  committed  to  date.

▪ Our  contribution  is  a  cry  from  thousands  of  real  individuals  pleading  for  

you  to  help  us  make  our  government  start  governing  for  stakeholders,  

not  shareholders. 
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PPT Outcome – Preliminary 
Statement - Validation
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The same evidence heard by the 

government that fell on deaf ears, 

once heard by the PPT resulted in 

the following statement  
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PPT Preliminary Statement
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“The evidence [provided in the session] clearly demonstrates …

the industry has failed to fulfil its legal and moral obligations… [and]

that governments have, in general, failed in their responsibility to regulate the 

industry so as to

protect people, communities and nature.” 
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PPT Preliminary Statement

Unconventional gas is an ongoing and expanding reality which affect 
both the rights of nature as well as of individuals and community with 
a specifically dramatic consequences on indigenous people. 

The practices of the devaluation of rights are most of the time 
planned and implemented intentionally and are further denied or 
hidden. 

the existence of absence of a clear legislation is not recognised as a 
vacuum to be urgently corrected but as an excuse to go ahead in a 
regime of impunity 
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PPT Preliminary Statement

Unconventional gas an exemplary model of a tragic 
hierarchy of values, which has resulted in the rights 
of people and the rights of nature being subjugated 
to the financial interests of states and corporations. 

A sort of systemic crime architecture.  
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PPT Evidence relevant today

Subcases on

Health

Environment & Climate Change

Infrastructure 

Social and Cultural
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Gap Analysis

▪ Instead of sharing with you what I know, I thought a more 

appropriate approach today would be to look at a current real life 

example to allow you to measure your own position against.

▪ What is it that your patients are dealing with Before they come to 

you.

▪ Will you be prepared, what will you need to be prepared?
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Infrastructure

▪ To not already assume there is an impact is 

absurd when one is to look at the pre image 

and the post image,, no wells, ,,, wells…. 
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Zoom in to chinchilla tara dalby
triangle
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From a Street Level

▪ From a street level perspective for the host farmers impacted 

this equates to an average well density of one to two wells per 

square kilometre and including all the infrastructure associated 

with wells (and attended operation and maintenance activities), 

the total day to day impact of the industry on the host farmer’s 

activities is substantial (Marinoni, 2016, see also Image 1).  

Marinoni (2016) has quantified this impact in pure economic 

terms as a loss per host farmer of an average $2.7 million over 

20 years.

▪ So if there is a financial impact there must be other impacts.
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Starter list of 
infrastructure

(better told in pictures)

Activity 

Arbitrary Laying over of tenement Prefab cement paths over pipe crossings on properties

Exploration Access roads to and from all of the infrastructure

Surveying Underground storage

Road and intersection works Ponds

Water trucks transporting fresh water TO operations Infield compressing

Waste Water trucks transporting waste water FROM 

operations

Pipelines and right of ways

Lease pad preparation (including clearing of 

vegetation)

Workers accessing properties for operational and 

maintenance activities

Trucks removing wood chips to unknown locations Gas processing plants

Vehicle movements Flares and venting

Drilling up to 6 horizontal wells from one surface well 

drill site

Water treatment plants

High point vents and low point drains Work over drilling

Risers and above ground valves Distribution / export pipelines compression and shipment

‘man holes’ Telecommunication

Worker accommodation Electricity distribution system
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Image Source: JJenkyn
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z Leaks 
spills
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massive high voltage power 

transmission line for the sole and 
express use of the industry

▪ Industry establishes direct connections into 

the high voltage Transmission Electricity 

Network for CSG processing facilities and 

further solely benefit and profit privately 

owned companies and their shareholders

▪ Inappropriate planning classification ie

‘community infrastructure’

▪ Falling outside the otherwise ‘industry 

impact assessment’

▪ Required land resumption 

▪ Impacted landholders without appropriate 

compensation
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Industry infrastructure 

means farmers infrastructure 

is destroyed 
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Current Studies

▪ Hundereds of thousands of dollars are being spent in CSIRO  / 

Gisera

▪ Gisera methane flux study

▪ Gisera ambient air monitoring

▪ Gisera health study framework and phase 2 implementation in a 

selected area 
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Comments on Studies

▪ Prove there is methane in the gasfield that is 

attributable to the industry

▪ Prove particulate and BTX is in the gasfield that is 

attributable the industry

▪ Establish the means of conducting a Health impact 

study and intentions of undertaking one in a selected 

area 
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Industry acknowledges impact

▪ All of those Gisera dollars spent  over the last 3 years and the 

industry already acknowledges the impact 

▪ “Project emissions adversely impact air quality regulating services, 

leading to exposure of the community to contaminants.”

▪ and has an established health impact assessment methodology 

which has never been implemented in Australia in this Industry. 

▪ IPIECA-International Association of Oil and Gas Producers. 2016. 

Health impact assessment: a guide for the oil and gas industry. 

IOGP Report 548. 
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BUT

There are Ontological 
(nature of reality) and 
axiological 
(philosophical position) 
assumptions made in 
this research that 
impact their 
methodology and their 
interpretation

Generally those 
studies sanitise 
and  implicitly 

assume there is no 
problem, 

fail to take 
operational load 

and spatial 
realities into 

detailed 
consideration, 

fail to give serious 
consideration to 

residents’ feedback/ 
input,

fail to take the 
opportunity to 

gather baseline 
data in newly 
established 
work fronts

fail to take the 
experience and 

impacts of the hosts 
into consideration.
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Scientific Literature

▪ Even with the hundreds of papers available to you, identifying 

the land, air and water impacts, again the perspective of the host 

families is not considered 

▪ Easy to get caught up in the global approach, but important to 

understand the reality that is missing from many of these 

studies.
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▪ That  research to date has been undertaken 

without considering the application of existing 

legislation (WHS Act) and the resulting 

existence of issues associated with WHS for the 

farmer and the WHS obligations of the industry.

▪ Is the WHS relationship between the UG industry 

and the landholder captured by legislation?

▪ Is the WHS legislative relationship being 

enforced?

▪ Is the WHS relationship captured by UG company 

corporate governance?

▪ Can the WHS impact on the host farmer be 

qualified via presence of UG specific hazards or 

existing farm hazards exacerbated by the 

industry? 

▪ In particular the obligations of the state and 

commonwealth to ensure that by their actions 

(or lack of actions in terms of identification and 

enforcement of this issue) that there may be a 

failure in their obligations as well as issuers of 

the titles to access and owners of the resource.
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Request for information from Gov and 
Industry 

▪ Concern regarding impacts on business and family 

▪ they were suffering, re noise, dust, light, atmospheric 

contaminants, trespassing contaminants / weeds etc

▪ location of infrastructure

▪ Baseline testing 

▪ Evidence of compliance with EA
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And then the family comes to you as 
their GP…..
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Fundamental Human Rights

▪ Highest attainable health 

▪ Access to information

▪ and this is a very good description of the government failing and 

violating that right
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