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Human Rights

For many the issue of human rights, their 
defense and their violation may 
thankfully seem like a philosophical topic 
in this day, age and country.  
Unfortunately for some it is not, it is a 
shockingly basic but profoundly 
powerful aspect of their day to day 
existence that is incomplete, raw and 
exposed, that eats at their fundamental 
fulfilment as people. And regarding the 
topic I am here to talk about, it is 
happening to communities just 3 hours 
west of here.
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Extreme Extraction – Unconventional Gas



Unconventional gas wells
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Landholder Advocacy 
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I had advocated for 
approximately 30 
families living this 

experience as well on 
behalf of my own family.

I had first hand 
experience of the 

impacts and the lack of 
support and information 
and the advantages that 

the industry had over the 
individuals in the 

community.

Through a visit from the 
Sisters of Mercy and the 
advocacy on our behalf, I 
heard of the Permanent 

Peoples’ Tribunal Session 
on Human Rights, 

Fracking and Climate 
Change that was being 

planned.



• The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal, headquartered in Rome, is an internationally recognized civil society human rights tribunal 
functioning independently of state authorities. It applies internationally recognized human rights law and policy to cases 
brought before it.​

• “The importance and strength of decisions by the PPT rest on the moral weight of the causes and arguments to which they 
give credibility…” The goal of PPT Sessions is “recovering the authority of the Peoples when the States and the International
Bodies failed to protect the right of the Peoples.”​

• The PPT’s mission is to give those people in their quest for respect, self determination and dignity of life, a chance to speak 
out, to fight and to gain visibility​



This Session

• M a y  1 4 - 1 8  2 0 1 8

• O r g a n i s e d b y  : ​

• T h e  G l o b a l  N e t w o r k  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  
H u m a n  R i g h t s  a n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ​

• E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  H u m a n  R i g h t s  A d v i s o r y ​

• T h e  S p r i n g  C r e e k  P r o j e c t  a n d  T h e  M a s t e r  
o f  A r t s  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A r t s  a n d  
H u m a n i t i e s  i n i t i a t i v e , b o t h  a t  O r e g o n  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ​

• 1 0  j u d g e s  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P P T ​

• E v i d e n c e  f r o m  U S A ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  C a n a d a ,  
U K ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ​

• R e c o r d e d  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  p e r m a n e n t l y  f o r  
y o u r  a c c e s s ​



wwww.peoplestribunalongas.org 



Structure of Australian 
Contribution
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Advisory Opinion - 4 Questions asked of 
PPT

5 subcases – Health, Infrastructure, 
Climate & Environment, Government 

Participation, Social & Cultural

16 Framework Principles – Report to PPT 
summarizing Australian Evidence, mapped 

against the 16 framework principles 
highlighting the gaps in governance.



PPT Health 
Evidence
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Health not considered in Energy 
Policy

Air, land, water, noise contamination

Arbitrary Environmental conditions 

No baselines  
No Health impact assessments



PPT Infrastructure 
Evidence

• Scale and intensity 
unprecedented 
(property value, noise, 
light, dust, leaks)

• Management of 
issues by government 
is to REMOVE rights

• Industry infrastructure 
means the loss of 
agricultural 
infrastructure (water 
bores)
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PPT 
Climate/ 
Environment 
Evidence
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Government allowing industry Primacy 
of industry over high value agriculture 
fails to consider basic future needs

Cumulative impacts not part of 
permitting, not even consistent 
environmental conditions across the 
piecemeal permits

Methane powerful greenhouse gas is 
not appropriately regulated, 
monitored or reported



PPT 
Government 
Participation 
Evidence

12/13/2018 22

• Government deliberate and relentless creation 
of the gas industry

• Removal of red and green tape to support the 
industry instead of protecting the public

• Avoidance of investing in alternative energy 
industries

• Resulted in:
• No right of veto

• Rampant industry lobbying and revolving political 
doors

• Failure in compensation arrangements

• Right to information failure

• Unconscionable conduct by industry

• Failure to investigate incidents

• Faiure to prepare for industry related emergencies 
in the community

• Burden of proof on individuals



PPT 
Social and 
Cultural 
Evidence
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Traditional owners are consistently unrepresented 
and underacknowledged in the development and 
approval process

Australia’s Pacific Islander neighbours will be the 
first to pay the price of climate changes induced 
from the unmitigated emissions from the industry

Industry has been given access to the high school 
curriculum

Industry is forced onto people causing impacts on 
family, recreation, business, unrelenting stress, 
tearing of community



PPT Outcome – Preliminary 
Statement - Validation

• The same evidence heard by the 
government that fell on deaf ears, 
once heard by the PPT resulted in the 
following statement  



PPT 
Preliminary 
Statement
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“The evidence [provided in the session] 
clearly demonstrates …

the industry has failed to fulfil its legal and 
moral obligations… [and]

that governments have, in general, failed 
in their responsibility to regulate the 
industry so as to

protect people, communities and nature.” 



PPT Preliminary Statement
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Unconventional gas is an ongoing 
and expanding reality which affect 
both the rights of nature as well as 
of individuals and community with 

a specifically dramatic 
consequences on indigenous 

people. 

The practices of the devaluation of 
rights are most of the time 
planned and implemented 

intentionally and are further 
denied or hidden. 

the existence of absence of a clear 
legislation is not recognised as a 
vacuum to be urgently corrected 
but as an excuse to go ahead in a 

regime of impunity 



PPT Preliminary Statement
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Unconventional gas an exemplary 
model of a tragic hierarchy of 

values, which has resulted in the 
rights of people and the rights of 
nature being subjugated to the 
financial interests of states and 

corporations. 

A sort of systemic crime 
architecture.  
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The UG industry exists because of the failure of our government to consider 
human rights and the lack of an instrument for the people to defend 

themselves with.  

Right to: 
Information, 

consent, health, 
participation in 

decisions, privacy, 
land, culture, water, 

healthy and safe 
sustainable 

environment

The Evidence provided and the preliminary statement from the PPT is the practical 
demonstration of the Human Rights Act and what it should contain



Interdependant
• The PPT Session – Human Rights, Fracking and Climate Change 2018 are 

foundational in terms of what the Human Rights Act in Australia and 
Queensland should be including.

• Human rights and environmental protection are interdependent.  The full 
enjoyment of our human rights is not possible without the protection of a 
safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment
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FR

What Next?

• Stay tuned for the release of the PPT Advisory Opinion and 
support the actions as a result

• Help to spread the concept and then communicate this concept 
to our government through letters, the way you vote etc, that in 
relation to Human Rights, Climate Change and in particular 
‘fracking’ our human rights must be considered and are 
interdependent on the right to a safe, healthy, sustainable 
environment

• Include this aspect in any actions or campaigns that are 
undertaken



16 
Framework 
Principles
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